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institutions in two different states unless yo u g e t t h e
Legislatures, the representatives of the taxpayers in those
states involved in causing that regional agreement t o t a k e
p lace . And I mi ght t e l l you t h at I f ee l so st r o ngl y a b ou t
this that I have gone to the Education Commission of t h e
states and the National Conference of State Legislatures and
they are g oi ng t o h av e a national conference on t hi s v e r y
subject this fall, because they also r ecogniz e t he n e e d t o
begin t o l ook ac r oss state lines and t o ge t t he
Legislatures, the policy makers involved in those decisions.
Finally, this amendment sets up a mechanism that I think is
of vital importance as well and that is that this oversight
committee representing this eg islature would h a v e t o
approve a reg ional agreement estab l i s h ed u nde r the
provisions of this b i l l i f i t was go i ng t o r equ i r e any
general fund appropriations. Now I think that is a key
issue. It is one of my key i ssues , I c an ass u r e y o u when I
look at this whole issue. We have a s a st at e , we have
expended something o ve r a hal f m i l l i on d o l l ar s a lready f o r
the planning of a school of veterinary medicine. Now we
could use that half million dollars in a lot of ways up a t
the University right now. We co u l d u s e t h at h a l f mi l l i on
dollars in our appropriations proces, to a lo t of p l ace s i n

t ate g o v e r n ment r xg h t n ow , B ut i t xs a l r e ad y non e . I t i s
« l r e ad y n o » e b ~ c n t s e w e wore f o l l ow s » g n d > o e m and we were
' «yang we a r e go i n g t o expend money to coordinate, we are
going to spend money to draw up plans, w e are g o i n g t o sp e n d
money because we are going to build a regional school of
veterinary medicine here . I was one of those people for
fi ve , si x , s ev en ye a r s now that stood on this floor and
said, folks, it ain't going to happen. Other states are not
going to join us. The need i sn ' t t he r e . The co s t s ar e t o o
great . W e ar e i n a bu ye r ' s market. We could have students
of veterinary medicine in about any school that you could
name r i gh t n o w . As a matter of fact, w e tu r ned down t went y
slots at Wisconsin. We don't need a vet school right now
just to get students in veterinary medicine, nei t he r d o
other states. Cons equently, they didn't join us.
Consequently, all that money we w ere putting i n t ha t
plannin g ph a s e f or the Old West Sc hool o f R e g i o n a l
Veterinary Medicine was like pouring money down a ra t h o l e .
And I wi l l t e l l you , qu i t e frankly, I have spent t he l a s t
d ime I i nt e n d t o eve r spend as a member of this Legislature
for a school of veterinary medicine u nti l I know ex a c t l y
what we ar e go i n g t o spend it for. I want to see e xact l y
what the agreement says with the neighboring state. I want
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